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What about Brian?

ωPracticing CPA and active consultant

ω10 years teaching experience

ω15 years of accounting and technology 
experience

ωHave written articles for numerous 
professional publications

ωFrom Knoxville, Tennessee

ωbrian@k2e.com
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Overview

ωWhat is a server?

ωWho needs a server?

ωWhat do you want to do today?

ωWhat are your alternatives?
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What is a Server, Anyway?

ωΧ !ƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘǎ 
connections in order to service requests by 
ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΧ

ωServeris an adjective in the term server 
operating system. A server operating system is 
intended, enabled, or better able to run server 
applications....

Source: wikipedia.org
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What is a Server, Anyway?

ωServeror server computeris also a designation for 
computer models intended for use running server 
applications, often under heavy workloads, unattended, 
for extended time...

ωThe name serveror server appliancealso applies to 
network-connected computer appliancesor "appliance 
hardware" that provides specific services onto the 
network...

ωA server is defined as a multi-user computer that 
provides a service (e.g. database access, file transfer, 
remote access) or resources (e.g. file space) over a 
network connection...

Source: wikipedia.org

http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_appliance
http://en.wikipedia.org/
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What is a Server, Anyway?

ωInteractive ςservers send and receive 
data from people, computers, and other 
devices (clients).

ωServers do work for clients  (e.g. file 
storage and retrieval, printing, 
calculation, remote access, or backup)

ωServers may also monitor and filter 
traffic to and from the internet.
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Typical Server Functions

ωFile Server

ωBackup

ωE-mail

ωIntranet

ωRemote Access

ωApplication Server

ωCentralized Administration/Control
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File Server

ωOrganize, store, and retrieve files on 
demand for client computers.
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Backup

ωBackup all data stored for server and 
related workstations.  Serve as 
critical point for keeping duplicates 
of data off-site.
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E-mail Server

ωFull e-mail server (e.g. Exchange)

ωE-mail scanning gateway (e.g. AV)
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Intranet

ωInternal portal for data and collaboration 
(e.g. SharePoint)
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Remote Access

ωTerminal Services

ωVirtual Private Network

ωFTP Server

ωRemote Web Workplace

ωE-mail and Calendar Server

ωIntranet Access

ωSecure Collaboration
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Application Server

ωSupport multiple user applications

ωMaintain SQL Database

ωRespond to Client Data Requests
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Centralized Administration/Control

ω5ƻƳŀƛƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ !ƭƭ t/Ωǎ

ωCustom Security Policies

ωNetwork-Based Antivirus Software 
(with reporting)

ωMonitor User Online Activities

ωAccess Restrictions by Time, 
Location, Role, etc.
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Who Needs a Server?

ωAnyone who wants to

ςShare files securely

ςBackup files securely and automatically

ςKeep and reconcile multiple versions of 
files

ςAccess files remotely

ςStore data for multiple users

ςCentralize security administration

Copyright 2007 ©     

Who Needs a Server?

ωSolo Practitioners

ωSolo plus 2-4 employees

ωUp to 50 workstations

ωOver 50 workstations

ΧΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
this space.  Smaller firms may outsource 
completely, larger firms will do in-house, 
many will pick based on the application.
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Types of Solutions

ωRemote ASP Support

ωPeer to Peer Networking

ωWindows Home Server

ωNetwork Attached Storage / Server 
in a Box

ωWindows Small Business Server

ωWindows Server

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/images/mainpageimages/quickbooks_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/&h=123&w=150&sz=7&hl=en&start=9&um=1&tbnid=_bRBS16NzRIsYM:&tbnh=79&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=Quickbooks+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/images/mainpageimages/quickbooks_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/&h=123&w=150&sz=7&hl=en&start=9&um=1&tbnid=_bRBS16NzRIsYM:&tbnh=79&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=Quickbooks+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/images/mainpageimages/quickbooks_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.crsrepair.com/&h=123&w=150&sz=7&hl=en&start=9&um=1&tbnid=_bRBS16NzRIsYM:&tbnh=79&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=Quickbooks+logo&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
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Remote Application Service Provider

ωUser runs application over Citrix from 
application service provider (ASP)

ςVirtual Office CS (Thomson)

ςGlobal fx (CCH)

ωHosted application runs in a browser

ςQuickBooks Online

ςMicrosoft OfficeLive

ωApp talks to remote server

ςOnline backup applications

ςHosted e-mail, Sharepoint, etc.
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Remote Application Service Providers

ωOnline Backup Applications

ςNMGI

ς@Backup

ωE-mail Service

ςPOP/IMAP e-mail (any ISP)

ςHosted Exchange (ASP-One, 1and1, etc.)

ωSpam and Virus Filtering

ςPostini

ςDoubleCheck

ωHosted Virtual PC ςhttp://g.ho.st
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Remote Application Service Providers

ωRemote Access to Accounting Software Apps

ωHosted through ASP

ωQB/PT remote access plans through Webexor 
Gotomypc

ωWeb-Based Remote Access Services
ς Logmein.com

ς Remoteaccounting.com, etc.

ωOther Applications

ςXCM ςWorkflow in a CPA Firm

ςSalesforce.com

ςGoogle Apps
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Google Apps On-Line ςOnly The 
Beginning
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Google Apps for Business

ωCommunicate and connect
ωGmail
ωGoogle Talk
ωGoogle Calendar

ωCollaborate and publish
ωStart page
ωDocs & Spreadsheets
ωPage creator

ωManage your services
ωFAA May switch to Google Apps and Linux 

instead of Microsoft's Windows Vista And 
Office (Information Week March 6, 2007)
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Google Apps for Business
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Google Apps for Business
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Demo ςHosted Applications

ωVirtual Office CS 

ς(Thomson Tax & Accounting)

ωQuickBooks Online

ωMicrosoft Office Live

Copyright 2007 ©     

Peer-to-peer Networks :

ÅUse cables to link together multiple computers and other devices such 

as printers and fax machines. 

ÅOffer a simple, low-cost, easy solution for sharing files, printers, and 

other devices. 

ÅDo have drawbacks: data may be lost if one computer crashes, or 

access to information may not always be available if the computer is 

turned off.

There are two main types of networks: Peer-to-peer networks and 

client/server networks.

Peer-to-peer Network

Types of Networks
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Client/server Networks : 

ÅUse a single, specialized computer 

(the server) as the central hub.

ÅConnect individual desktop PCs, 

laptops, printers, or mobile devices.

ÅAllow users to be more productive 

because they can share files, 

business applications, Internet 

access, and equipment. 

ÅDecrease the risk of data loss if a 

PC's hard drive crashes because 

all information saved on the server 

can be backed up. 

Client/server Network

Types of Networks
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In-House Server Solutions

ωWindows Home Server

ωServer-In-A-Box/NAS

ωWindows Small Business Server 2003

ωWindows Server 2003
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Windows Home Server

ωDesigned for HOME use.

ω.ŀŎƪǎ ǳǇ t/ΩǎΣ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŦƛƭŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
remote access, and acts as a media server

ωTells when a PC needs updates

ωTen User Account Maximum

ωDoes not have domain-level 
administrative  control of users and 
computers
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Server-In-A-Box or
Network Attached Storage (NAS)

ωStandalone boxes generally 
designed for home office or tiny 
office use

ωSome have built-in printer 
servers

ωMay have limits on user accounts 
or amount of supported storage.

ωSome applications (e.g. QB2007) 
may not support being run from 
a non-Windows server.

ωSecurity may be weak 
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Sample NAS Configuration


